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desire for reunion. Putting this and that together.
he concluded that the North wanted to give up
the fight and would welcome mediation to save its
face. The dreadful defeat at Fredericks!.) urg fell
in with this reasoning. His reports on American
conditions led Napoleon, in January, 18(51}, to at-
tempt alone what lie had once hoped to do sup-
ported by England and Russia,, lie proposed his
good offices to the Government at Washington as
a mediator between North and South.
Hitherto, Washington had been very discreet
about Mexico. Adroit hints not to go too far
had been given Napoleon in full measure, but
there was no real protest. The State Department
now continued this caution and in the most polite
terms declined Napoleon's offer. Congress, how-
ever, took the matter more grimly, for throughout
the dealings with Napoleon, it had been at odds
with Lincoln. It now passed the first of a series of
resolutions which expressed the will of the country,
if not quite the will of the President, by resolving
that any further proposal of mediation would be
regarded by it as "an unfriendly act."
Napoleon then resumed his scheming for joint
intervention, while in the meantime his armies
continued to fight their way until they entered